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Introduction 

Two years ago I applied for an intern position at Nacogdoches County with low hopes of getting 

the job. I thought it would be a great practice to go through the interview process early on in my 

career to be prepared for a real world job interview after graduation. Little did I know, I was the 

underdog in the situation. As a sophomore in college, I had completed the basic introduction 

course and was still ignorant to the vast world of GIS. Fortunately, that is what John Streeb, my 

supervisor, was looking for – a student that he could wisely invest his time in to teach and who 

would be around a long time. 

 

Discussion  

Nacogdoches County is a local government that serves the population living outside of the city 

limits. It is responsible for district courts and administering public notices, among many other 

things. The departments within the county are as listed:  9-1-1 Addressing and GIS Mapping, 

Agrilife Extension, Collections Department, County Auditor, Elections, Emergency Management, 

Environment Health & Safety, Expo/Civic Center, Human Resources, Maintenance Department, 

Road & Bridge Department, Veteran's Office. For over two years, I have had the great 

opportunity to work for the 911 Addressing and GIS Mapping Department. 

 

When I first started the job I had many restrictions on what I was able to do in the office. My 

tasks consisted of georeferencing scanned survey plats of subdivisions in the county and very 

basic address validation. John would thoroughly check my addressing work at this point, but 

over time my skills became more refined and he trusted my decisions. 

 

My first, project was applying my cartography skills to make a useful county road map with 

every road labelled, if possible. The level of difficulty was not very high, but patience was a 

necessity to work on this map. The main objective was to have the optimal placement for each 

road annotation, which is a very long process for a map document that has sixteen data frames. 

After many drafts and edits, a year later I completed the official county road map for 

Nacogdoches County. This map is open to the public to purchase and is readily used by the 

Road and Bridge Department. Other entities that use it consist of:  truancy officers for school 

districts, post masters, various banks, and sheriff’s office. 

 

Once the map was approved by the court, we began printing! John chose to print and fold in 

house because it would be more cost efficient. I was responsible for folding maps, and thanks to 

the maintenance department they constructed a very handy tool to fold maps. The map folder is 

pictured below showing the process of folding a map. 



 
Figure 1. The map folder that was constructed for the folding process. 

 

In figure 1, the structure of the map folder is seen. The two pieces of laminate and a thin spacer 

were glued together to create this. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. This is showing the first step which is to push the map into the folder and align for 

folding. 

 



 
Figure 3. This is a map midway through the folding process. 

 

 

 
Figure 4. Final product of a folded map. 

 

This tool has streamlined the folding process, improving the quality of the fold and the amount of 

time it takes to fold one map. Currently, I am folding another round of 36’’ x 36’’ maps for the 

Road and Bridge Department. 

 

This semester I was allowed more responsibilities and freedoms around the office. For instance, 

I oversaw the office in the absence of my supervisor, worked on highly difficult address areas, 

and created a model to help with the parcel automation process. 



 

The model used .csv data from the appraisal district, and through a process of table 

manipulations and joins, a polygon shapefile is created with all the attributes from the original 

table associated with the correct property ownership polygon. I use this shapefile daily in finding 

and assigning the correct address.  

 

Other projects I completed were small mapping or data editing projects for the sheriff’s office or 

water companies in Nacogdoches county. A large focus is the addressing because a new 

response system called NEXTGEN  is about to be implemented throughout Texas. The new 

system relies on the geographical location of the address point to direct first responders. As 

compared to the old system, where it used a tables to located and not actual locations. This 

update will positively influence the emergency response systems, saving time and lives! 

Because of this, I do take my job seriously and I am very meticulous when assigning or 

correcting an address. Seen below in figure 5 is my desk where I have spent countless hours 

concentrating and ensuring my job is done right.  

 

 

 
Figure 5. My workstation at Nacogdoches County office. 



 
Figure 3. The office I share with my supervisor. 

 

Results 

Working under this department was very important because it was the catalyst for my education 

and professional career. I feel like I have an advantage over other students because I have 

developed qualities that are not taught in the classroom, but are only acquired through 

experiences and professionalism. Advice I would give to students would be to never 

underestimate yourself and to be confident in your work. Always produce quality work with 

integrity and never be afraid to ask questions. Leaving pride outside of the workplace will benefit 

you because you will be wrong at times, and you will mess up. However, your employer should 

be understanding, accept it, fix it, and move on. Also, quality of the work environment is very 

important! Working in a nice place will promote productivity, making you an all-around better 

employee. Being an intern for Nacogdoches County was a great experience and I will never 

forgot the warm greetings and hospitality I felt from other co-workers. I truly do cherish my time 

there and has pushed me to become a stronger GIS professional.  


